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1ſt Book of Kings, chap, 8, ver. 44; 45. 


0 1f thy people go out to battle againſt their 
enemy, whitherſvever thou ſhalt ſend them, 


and ſhall pray unto the Lord towards the city 
which thou haſt choſen, and the houſe that I | 


have built for thy name: Then hear thou in 


Heaven their prayer and their fup plication, | 


— 


and maintain their cauſe,” 


„„ 
. — _ 


HIS prayer of Solomon was offered up, 


together with many others, on one of 


the moſt auguſt occurrences of any in the 
whole Jewiſh hiſtory—the- Dedication of 
the Temple of Jeruſalem : When the tran- 
{cendent glory of God was ſo manifeſt, that 
the Prieſts themſelves, from motives of vene- 
ration, trembling in the preſence of the 


Deity, ceaſed to perform their offices, ind for 
a while retired, Well might the multitude 


fall down on ſuch a glorious viſion, in pro- 
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ſtrate adoration. Well might Solomon ex- 
claim, (Sth chap. 1ſt b. of Kings, 27th ver.) 
« Mill Gad indeed dwell on the earth ? Bebold 
* the heaven, and heaven of heavens cannot 
& contain thee; how much wats this houſe that I 
* have builded 2” _ 


"Tux rain of zeal and piety in which theſe 
petitions were put up, was worthy of the 
Prince who offered, and the Almighty which 
was pleaſed. to accept them. On conſidera- 
tion (9th ch. Iſt b. of Kings, 4th. v.) © That 
„ be (Solomon) would walk before the Lord in 
* integrity and uprightneſs of heart, to do ac- 
* cording to all the Lord had commanded him, 
« Feeping his ſtatutes and his judgments.” 


Tur contemplation of this ſublime inci- 
dent, leads me to propoſe the following pro- 
poſitions for your conſideration. Namely: 


1ſt, Tuar God is the diſpoſer of all events. 


2d. THaT nothing is more pleaſing to God 
chan zeal, when directed by true piety. 


zd. THAT 


E 


| 3d. Trar it is the indiſpenſible duty of 


a King to provide for the ſecurity of his king= 
dom, and the happineſs of his ſubjects. 


TE firſt queſtion for our conſideration is, 
That God is the diſpoſer of all events: And 
indeed, how can it be otherwiſe? For, if we 
allow God to be the creator of all things, we 


muſt conſequently allow, that he is omnipos 


tent. Again, it muſt be granted, that he who 
hath power to create, hath alſo power to de- 
ſtroy, ad inſinitum. Now, ſeeing he hath 
power over the ſoul as well as the body, and 
and that he is omniſcient—for he who creates, 
muſt know the end for which he creates, and 


the component parts of the created! therefore, 


the thoughts of our hearts mult be always be- 
fore him; and How great ſoever may be our 
diſſimulation towards man, it is not poſſible 
to deceive God; he is able to detect and pu- 
niſh, to permit, or to fruſtrate, dur moſt ſecret 


intentions. It appears, therefore, that hat- 


ever may be our views, they muſt owe theit 
final ſucceſs to his approbation. I ſay nal, 
becauſe, mankind being incapable of diſtin- 
in g the n of God, e judge 
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ment. 
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from local circumſtances 3 but God, who be- 
holds all things, as it were, at a glance, ſur- 
veys the events of ages, w with more certainty, 


than we 1 thoſe of an n hour, or even a mo- 


e the Almighty TTY equ mil 


118 power to create and to deſtroy; and it ap- 
pearing, that he hath made all things for his 


glory, it neceſſarily follows, nt he i is the dil 
1 of all events. 
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WX come now to the bnd e 
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which is, that nothing is more pleaſing to 
God, a zeal, hen d directed #8 true: heb 


* 


3050 we e take a view WT) 5 5 So 
loci s Teign, and conſider the great attention 
he paid -to his father's dying requeſts;; his 
prayer to God for underſtanding, and his fub- 
ſequent tranſactions, down to the completion | 
of the Temple, &c. &c. I think the ſecond 
propoſition will be eſtabliſhed. And indeed, 
the teſtimony.of God himſelf bears witneſs to 
the truth of it; for he declares, (3d ch. 1ſt b. 


1 — 


e 11th, 12th, 23th ver.) That be- 


14 — 


4 cauſe Solomon Bad afted for underflandin g to 
% diſcern judgment, and had not aſted for: long 


« life nor riches, nor the life of his enemies, he 


ce had granted his requeſt ; and in ſo great pro- 
« portion, that no meer man ever Was, nor 
% ever ſhould be, like unto Bim. J. bat he ad- 
ded likewiſe, thoſe thin gs which were not re- 
e queſted, riches and honour, in greater — 
& My than 70 wy other King hen e earth, 


Wy 
* 


” + 4 


WI muſt obſeive; ait although this paſ=- 
ſed in a dream, yet the viſion was of ſuch a 1 


nature, and the circumſtances ſo connected, 
as to leave no doubt of the preſence of the 
Deity; or that he had choſen Anis mode to 
make known his intentions, to put Solomon 


to the ane and 1 4 "this trial cſtabliſh his 
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5 0% the other - ad, we have an excellent 
example from Solomon; - for hje no ſooner. 


finds himſelf poſſeſſed of the means, than his 


intent to employ them to his honour who 
gave them; and that, not in a lukewarm un 


intereſting manner, but with that fervour, ſo 


W of a lively ſenſe of Gody great mer- 
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cies, and pious remembrance of his Father's 
fixed intention, which he never loſt fight of, 


but ſtrained every nerve until it was com- 
pleted. Here was a lively inſtance of pious 
zeal. It was this, the Almighty was pleaſed 
to expreſs his acceptation of, by honouring 


the Temple with his immediate prefence ; 


and in a mode ſo wonderful, as to aſtoniſh all 


eyes, and overpower all hearts ;. awaking in 
them a ſenſe of their unworthineſs, and the 
| neceſſity of looking up to him for bleſſings 
and protection, Solomon, {truck with the 


ſublimity of the ſcene, poured forth his. ſoul 


in fervent prayers, WED: aſcended up for a a 
memorial before God. 


Tur third pate now 8 itſels 
for our confideration, and is as follows, Viz, 
That it is the indiſpenſible duty of a King to 


| provide for the ſecurity of his kingdom, and 


the een of his ſubjects 


Tuts, I think, ſeems to carry conviction on 


the face of it, from the nature of the appoint- 


ment; and although it muſt be allowed, Kings 


are of human institution, yet it is equally true 
they 


* 


E 

they are by Divine permiſſion, and may be 
juſtly ſtiled, God's Vicegerents upon earth. 
We read, in the Sth ch. Iſt b. of Sam. 22d 
ver.“ 7. hat the Lord faid to Samuel, hearken 
& unto their voice, and make them a King.” 
Again, in the gth ch. 16th ver. he ſays, 
« Ty -MOrrow, about this time, I 1will ſend thee a 
e man, out of the land of Benjamin, and thou 
& Halt azoint him Captain over my People Tjraet, 
« that he may ſave my people out of the hand of 
« the Philiftines : for I have hooked upon 6 
a people, becauſe their cry is come unto me. 

And again, ia the roth ch. 6th ver. Samuel 
ſays to Saul, The Spirit of the Lord will 
come upon thee, and thou ſhalt prophecy with 
them, and ſhalt be turned into another man.” 
F rom all of which, it is evident, the Lord did 
not only permit their requeſt, but directed 
their choice, and infuſed, likewiſe, a portion 
of divine grace into the heart of his anointed 3 
inſomuch, that he became a new man; 7. e. 
more juſt and pious. For, as the higheſt attri- 
butes of God are Juſtice and Mercy, ſo alſo, 
is the imitation of them the greateſt perfec- 
tion in men. By the firſt he governs the uni- 
wes and by the ſecond he pardons the tranſ- 
greſſions 


* 


E 

greſſions of his creatures for he knows our 
infirmities. But it muſt be underſtood, there 
is a manifeſt difference between caſual infir- 
mities, which the beſt of men are ſubject to, 
and living in open violation of all laws, divine 
and human. Theſe are crimes, the commiſ- 
ſion of which can be attributed to nothing 
ſhort of infidelity ; and which ſubject their. 
authors to the univerſal deteſtation of all men, 
who acknowledge the being of a God, and the 
force of moral obligations. A grecable to the, 
laws of God, human laws have been inſti- 


tuted; and for the ſame purpoſe, i. e. the due 


ſubordination and harmony of all. 


| NEvERTHELESS, there is this diſtinction 


- to be drawn between them, *the. end of the 


law of God, is to make good men, by forming 
the inward principle; ; but the end propoſed. 
by the law of nations, is to make good ' JubjeFs, 
by correcting the outward exceſs, as to what 
relates to our temporal concerns. 


THEREFORE, Juice as it appertains to the 
Deity, having for its end the completion of 
| ET all 


* Vide Taylor's Elements, 


OI : > 


all moral duties, and the diſtribution, of right 
to all men, without diſtinction, is univerſal: 
But when applied to human laws, it may be 
termed: particular Sc. becauſe, it concerns our 
private contracts and tranſactions with each 
other, Equity alſo, may be ſaid to be with 
man, What nercy is with God; for, equity 
takes off from the rigour of written law, by 
ſupplying a reaſonable interpretation. And, 

Mercy 18 that attribute of God, operating in 
the Deity, from the conſideration of the crea- 
ture's inability to do the will of the Creator. 
| Therefore juſtice, as applied to human laws, is 
a conſtant inclination of rendering to every 
one their igt. To ſecure this principle, 
and enforce the obſervance of alterum ne ledas, 
governments were formed, and civil laus eſta- 
bliſhed. Now, the Powuer of- law is to com- 
mand, to forbid, to permit, or to puniſh; and 
this power muſt be lodged ſomewhere ; and 
in whom ſo proper as the King, the Lord's 
anointed? To the end, iſt, That he may 
correct the offender. adly, That he may make 
ſome amends to the injured: And, gdly, Fhat 
he may diſplay an example for the better con- 


duct of others, to the glory of God, from 
285 * | whom. 
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10 J 
whom he derives his authority. It was the 
love of juſtice which ſo eminently diſtinguiſh- 
ed Solomon on this great occaſion : When 
ſtretching forth his hands, he exclaimed, 
(8th ch. 1 b. of Kings, 23d ver.) Lord 


% God of Ifrael, no God is like thee, in heaven 


& above, or on earth beneath, who heepeſt co- 
& venant and mercy with thy ſervants, that 
« walk before thee with all their hearts. And 


' ſpeaking of treſpaſſes and oaths, he fays, 
- (8th ch. 1ſt b. of Kings, 31ſt and 324 ver.) 


« Hear thou ia heaven, and do, and judge thy 
& ſervants, condemnin g the wicked, to bring his 
* way upon his head, and juſtifying the rigbte- 


* ous, to giye him according to bis righteouſneſs.” 


Bur all the ſubſequent paſſages ſhow he for- 
got not mercy, nor any circumſtance relative 


to his government or people, whether they 


were ſmitten before their enemies for their 
trangreſſions, or in drought, famine, peſti- 
lence, blaſting, mildew, locuſts, caterpillars, 


in caſes of ſiege, or whatever plagues or ſick- 


neſs might betide them, nothing eſcaped. his 
penetration ; neither their prayers, nor thoſe 
of the ſtranger, nor their going forth to battle, 

| | nor 


EE 
nor their ſins, their captivity, their repentance, 
nor indeed any thing which appertained to 
their ſucceſs or their happineſs. It appears, 
therefore, that the only way to ſecure the 
bleſſings of God, either to ourſelves or others, 
is by prayer, the love of juſtice, obedience to 
laws, fulfilling covenants, &c. 


 Havine proved thoſe propoſitions on which 
I ſet out, it now remains that I bring theſe 
truths home to our hearts, by applying chem 
Rag « our preſent critical ſituation, 


= WHEREFOR E, laying aſide all weak prepoſ- 
ſeſſions and party prejudices, I conjure you 
to give that attention to what I am about to 
ſay, which the magnitude of the ſubject de- 
mands ; for in it is involved the happineſs or 
' miſery of a whole kingdom 3. a kingdom, 
whoſe conſequence in the ſcale of Europe, 
hath been, and is, the admiration and envy of 
ee Natdong. 


Ar 1 England, jor Engliſhmen, of whom 
I am, now ſpeaking ! Whoſe, ſacred rights are 
ee under Divine Proyidence, by a go- 

. vernment 


ms 


[i 4-2 : 
vernment and laws the moſt wiſe and ſalutary; 
where civil liberty is enjoyed, by each indivi- 
dual in its utmoſt latitude; and religious 4 850 
nions indulged even to a fault. | 
Wyar, therefore, my country men, have 
we to wiſh for? Revelling, as we do, in the 
plenitude of proſperity, our gra atitude to God 
ſhould know no bounds, for theſe his great 
and diſtinguiſhed mercies ! If we confider our 
King upon the Throne, is he not the pride of 
Engliſhmen, and a father to his people? In 
piety and zeal towards God, and ſolicitude 
for his ſubjects happineſs, no way inferior 
even to Solomon himſelf. 
I cob p point out, ind plainly prove, many 
inſtances in which he hath been the peculiar 
care of Heaven; but theſe are fo recent, that 
| 1 Teave every one to make their own com- 
ments. There is one, and indeed I ſhould 
think myſelf unpardonable were I to omit 
taking note of it: it is his late eſcape from 
the machinations of our common enemy; and, 
I ſhudder while I ſpeak it,/ perhaps from the 
| concealed” dagger- of an execrable affaffin! 1 
. felicitate 


1 


felicitate him on this event; and not only his 
Majeſty, but all my fellow ſubjects, on their 
late eſcape from the perfidious intrigues of 
daring mmfidelity and treaſon. I praiſe God, 
that he in his great mercy hath been pleaſed' 
ſo to diſpoſe our hearts, that we have juſtly 
diſtinguiſhed between good and ci, order and 
anarchy. Our ſecond Solomon hath torn the 
maſk from the face of ſedition, andexpoſed it 
to public deteſtation. May every King poſ- 
ſeſs ſuch a Miniſter; may every nation find 
ſuch a friend, to direct its counſels and fop- 
port its laws; then, indeed, will virtue be 


triumphant, and vice, if poffible, take e refuge” 


in that hell it merits. 


— ConTEMPLATING the foregoing circums 
| ſtances, 1 am led to believe that the hand of 
the Lord is with us. It ' ſo, let us venerate 

the event; let us remember, the cauſe we 
fight for is the cauſe of God againſt infidelity 
and a:heym ; of juſtice againſt injuſtice, in its 
moſt extenſive fignification. In ſhort, it is 
the cauſe of our King, our Conſtitution, our 
country, and of all good people, againſt our 
natural and implacable enemy; by whom our 
95 forefathers 
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forefathers bled, and whoſe pride and pre- 
ſumption we have as frequently humbled. 


Ws uſed forbearance while forbearance was 
a virtue. We at firſt beheld them, as ſtrug- 
gling againſt deſpotiſm for liberty; we muſt 
behold them now with horror, the children of 
ſedition, the ſlaves of anarchy, trampling on 
all laws, divine and human; ſpreading their 
baneful and deteſted Principles into the vitals 
of every country that is weak enough to re- 
ceive them; ſubverting all order, plundering 
all property, and ſubſtituting inſtead of e, 
a hell upon earth. 


SUCH is the ſituation of ſeveral parts of Eu- 
rope at this preſent period; ſuch are the cir- 
cumſtances to which I have called your moſt 
ſerious attention. And indeed, when we con- 
ſider their crimes, we are aſtoniſhed at the for- 
bearance and long ſuffering of God! But at- 
tend—his judgment ſoon or late will ſurely 
overtake them „ already the ſtorm ſeems ga- 
thering round them; their apo/tacy, their 41 
phemies, their rapine, their murders, all cry 
aloud for vengeance. The arm of the Lord 

is 


. 


"Cal 
is made bare, and woe be to thoſe on whom 
it may fall! 


To a; Although our indignation is 


called forth, let us, emulating the virtues of 


Solomon, in the midſt of juſtice remember 
mercy. Let us not involve the innocent in 
the fate of the guilty; perhaps there are yet 
many worthy perſons amongſt them, who 
claim our commiſeration and our ſuccour. 
This may explain why the juſt vengeance of 
God hath not already overwhelmed them. 


Therefore, if we go forth to battle,” let us 
| beſeech the Lord to grant us that ſucceſs 


which the juſtice of our cauſe demands; but 
above all, let us be cautious not to forfeit his 
protection, by adopting thoſe vices we. are 


about to combat. 


No unto the King eternal, immortal, in- 


viſible, the only wiſe God, be honour and 


glory, for ever and ever. Amen, 
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